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INCE amidſt the moſt indiſ- 
= putable Evidences of Gop's 
unlimited Power, there are 
daily Complaints of the moſt 
drooping Fears, and the moſt 
+» daring Liberties, as if there 
| was 1 no Ability to ſave or deſtroy; ſince 
ſuch as are toſs'd with the Waves and 
Billows of this Life, who after having 
been within Sight of Land, are driven 
back, unable of themſelves to regain an 
Approach to the leaſt Comfort, and hav- 
ing no Friends ſufficient to carry them thro' 
the Afflictions which gather thick before 
them, fit down under the greateſt Diſtreſs, 
as if there was 10 Help for them in God *; 
and others, with all their Care in * 
niſhing their Actions, to eſcape humane 
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Tranſlation (Gen. xviii. 14.) is 


| oped his bound 


141 


Cogniſance and Cenſure, are in little 
Pain how far they ly in ths Face of Di- 
vine Authority, Nl out their” Hands 
aint God, e le eee e 
ainft the Almighty 59 „ 4 7 on 4 
contemptible Being; this moving Repre- 
ſentation, which the Prophet gives us o 
God, may be allowed to deſerve a ſerious 
Examination, There" ir nothing too hard 
for thee. 


What is here tranllated Nor bing, accord- 
ing to the common Uſe of the Original 
* , ſigniſies not a Mord, implying there 
is nothing that can be named. wb hard: 
As we — the like in the Otiginal aud 


. 


too Hard, any Mord. As alſo (L. i. wy 
engect, relating to the 1: ſame Concern, our Tran- 
ſlators have given the like Turn to, with 
God nothing is impoſſible, not a Word con- 
cerning any Thing. And as to the Expreſſion 
too hard, dom, tho it has various Signifſi- 
cations, they ſtill amount to, or rather 
illuſtrate the ſame Point; nothing too hard, 
or ſo marvellous, as not to fall within the 
Compaſs of the Divine Power ; or ſo re- 
mote, hidden, or intricate, as to be out 
of its Reach : Nothing that is conſiſtent 
with the ſpotleſs Nature of God, that is 


the proper Ge of Power, that can ex- 
eſs — 


In 


Job — 11 


Us] 

In diſeourſing hereof, it may be requiſite: 
to conſider the Arguments which may a+. 
tisfie us of the 1 — of the Aſſertion, and 
the practical Improvements. winch 1 it would 
lead unto. irrt 

The Arguments we may find amidſt the 
paſt Manifeſtations Which God hath granted 
of his Power, and the Declarations which 
we have of the future Diſcoveries thereof. 

I ſhall only examine the paſt Manifeſth+, 
tions thereof, | ſuch as appear both in the 
Works of Creation and Providence; both 
Which we may gather from. the preceding 
Eines, and thoſe that follow. Where tis 


Ae Oh Tord God, thou baſt made 


ven and Earth, by thy great Porner 
and ſtretebed out Arm, the Greateſt, Work 
that a Power can be proved by, there is 
8 inferr d, there is Nothing too hard 
= and this is further confirm'd in 
the —ͤ— following, from ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces of his — of his Creatures. 
I. We may ſee this Power manifeſted 
in the * of the Univerſe: For 
ether it had no Beginning, exiſting with- 
out any Creation from Eternity; or in 
Length of Time it fell into Being, and 
into its various Figures and Capacities by 
blind Chance; or the ſeveral Parts thereof 
did make themſelves ar one another; or 
ſome infinite Hand muſt be the Cauſe 
thereof; but as we ſhall obſerve neither of 
the former can poſſibly be ſuppoſed, all 
& © | . 0 . | Ws 5 muſt 
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muſt be refolved according, to the latter, 


into the Divine PWw er 
Af, according to the firſt of theſe, the 
_ Univerſe had no Beginning, it muſt be ei- 
ther as to the Frame which the ſeveral 
Parts enjoy, or as to the Primitive Mate- 
rials of which it is compounded; neither 
of which can. be. Tis to little Purpoſe 
too imagine with the Ariſtotelian, the 
Marcionite *, and Hermogenian © Hypotheſis, 
that a Chaos of ſolid or liquid Matter 
muſt be coeternal with the Deity to be a 
ſupply for his Power to work upon, only 
upon ſuch a weak Maxim, that Nothing 
can be made out of Nothing; a Maxim, 
which tho it will hold in many Reſpects 
as to finite Power, yet is no Bar againſt 
the Operation of an infinite: and even 
that which is finite, in ſome Things may 
be own'd to produce out of Nothing, as 
to the Variety of new Thoughts, and 
Entia Rationir, which had never before 
the leaſt Fundamentum in re; and if a 
finite Being can form de Novo, ſome Things 
as ſeparated from Matter without any Re- 
lation thereto, how vain is it to think that 
an infinite Being, cannot be as able to 
produce the firſt Matter it ſelf 2 And if, 
as will appear, the World owes its Form 

1 - ee 2 


„„ Pe Lug Gu... 
'» Alfted. Chron. 15 50. C. 38. p. 397. 
Lertull. Adverſ. Hermagen. Par. 1580. P. 264. 


Te? 
into which it is caſt unto the Almighty; 
the ſame may be as eaſily conceivable as 


to the Subſtance thereof, as to that which 


was at firſt without Form:*, that the things 


which do appear, but of things which 
are not. lle that with his Peripateticł 
Syſtems did glance upon the Notion of 


its Eternity, did yet aſſert ſome kind of 
Creation *, and ſome Original Cauſe *, and 


in his latter Days did call God the Maker 
- of ali 5 and declared it was the Opinion 
of all Natural Philoſophers, that the World 
. muſt have its Riſe from: ſome Infinite 
Poor. This is loudly proclaim'd by the 


Pagan Writers “, in their various Deſcrip- 
tions of its Make: Such as thoſe might 
bluſh to ſee, who tho' favour'd with De- 

monſtrations 


. ts. 8 


8 ä — 


Gen. I. 2. 

> Heb. XI. 3. BER 

© 2 Mac. VII. 28. 

* Ariſt. 4e Calo, L. 1. and de Generat. L. 2. 

© Ariſt. Metaphyſ. L. 12. c. 7. Alex. Apbhrodiſ. in 
Ariſt. Phyſ. I.. 2. c. 8. | 


+ Ariſt. de Mundo. 


4 Ariſt. Phyſ. L. 4. c. 1. and 4e Calo, L. 1. c. 2, ia. 

» Heſiod; Ovid; Orpheus; Linus; Epicharm ; 
Ariſtophan; Anaxagor ; Sophoc. Pyrhagor. Virgil 
En. L. 6. Fuven. Sat. 15. Cicer. 4e Natur. Deor. 
L. 2. and 4% Invent. L. 1. . Plutarch in Sympos. 
Plato in Timæo; Proclus in Theolog. Platon. 
Senec. Queſt. Natur. 1. and de Vit. Bear. L. 1. c. 31. 
* 1 in 00 2 — The like in Strabo, L. 15. 
ot the Indians, &c. and in Euſeb. Euangel. 
L. I. c. 7. of Diodorus Siculus, &c. T 5 13 


mecarding | 
there are not the leaſt Marks of Atviquity 
denoting its | Exiftence before, and much 


C87 


ions of the Creation from Revela- 


| tion it belt, would fain ſnut the Deity out 


of the Univerſe, as if unconcern d in any 
thing relating thereto. — It can't but have 
ſome late Beginning from the Divine Power, 
to the Moſaical Records, ſince 


leſs any more early unorigenated Being. 
If any real Marks could have been found, 
o great a Champion of the Epicuroan 
Principles as Lutretius; would have em- 
braced; a Want of which, was even with 
him an Argument againſt ſo eariy an Exiſt- 


ence: Since, as he obſerved:*, 8 


no Poetical Inventions before the T heban and 


Trojan War, and that Arts had a late 


Original, and particularly the Uſe of Ships, 
and ently the Benefit of ſo great 


g Part of the World as the Ocean it elf. 


When within three or four thouſand Vears 
Men made ſuch poor Shifts, as we find in 


Sailing in Veſſels made with Hides *, and | 


Reed ©, and Hulks of Trees“, by the Edges 


of Shores © 3 and till the late Uſe of the 
ny Com- 


B 


a  Loorer. K 


d Bp. Porter's "drab .colag. Gree. V.2. L. z. c. 14. U 
Introdug. to Churchills Collection of Voyages, p. 9 


. Herodot. . 

. .6. Salmaſ. Plin. Exercit. p. 1115. 

_ 1 ® Virgil Geargic. L. 1. v. 136. Chureb. Cole. of 
Voyages, V. 2. 5. 586. 5 "ihe 
* Introdut, 1bi4. p. 15. 5 k 


6 
. 
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[9] 
a- | Compaſs *;- all on this Side of our Hemi 
it I ſphere were Strangers to diſtant Vo 


Sz 
y | and to the other habitable Side of the 
fe Globe: And according to Strabo and 
r, | Bochart *,'the firſt Naval Contrivances, or 
ve as Virgil, theſe and the ſeveral Inventions 
ty of Husbandry, and of other Works, in the 
h known Ages of the World, Men arrived 
g. unto. And when it can't. be long ſince all 
d, the Improvements have been made in the 
# | common Neceſſaries and Conveniencies, 
n- | both for Shelter and Suſtenance, for De- 
th 1 cency and Diſtinction, for Trade and Com- 
t- J merce ; inſtead of a Life without * Habi- 
re tation or Raiment*, with only filthy 
1d | B Paint- 
de a 


—— — 


At y Verſtegan's Antiquit. 1605. P. 36. 

If d Strabo, L. 16. 

5 0 © Bochart. Canaan, L. 1. c. 2. 

rs d Virgil Georgic. I. 1. v. 133. 

in 3 Dr. Nichols's Conference with a Thei , Par. 1. 

1d Edit. 2. P. 81. 

f Diodor. Sicul. L. 1. Ts uw Tewres wi avJgomey, 

"uh wn Sys Tov ves Bev Noncigur wenuive, emimoras Mayan, 

© 1 Waves ey 8 5% 6, uit He Y wess zi des, 

m- free. I” nulge Tarminas averrohrus, frimos homi nes, 

— cum nihil eorum que ſunt ad Vitam utilia reper- 
tum adhuc eſſet, vixifſe durius, quippe nulla Veſie 
mictos, Doinicilii & Inis inſuetos, manſuetiorts 

14. FVictus rudes. 

95 E Ger. II. 25. and III. 7. Plato - Politic. p. * 

I. iiſtin Hiſt. L. 2. Col. 1606. p. Introduct. 

Eburcb. Collect. of Voyages, p. 58, — Do. Voya bo 

. of NV. 1. p. 621, 661. V. 2. f. 273, 592, 642, 665. V. 3. 

PF. 54, 78. V. 4. P. 258, 496, 568, 726. Purch. Pit- 

1 Ping. L. z. c. 2. L. 53. c. 3, 6. L. 9, c. + 


. L100 
Paintings upon Men's Bodies in the Lieu 
of 'Cloaths (as in ſo noted a Part of the 
World as our own Iſland e); inſtead of 
Skins and Tents“, of Huts and Dens *, 
of Roots and Acorns ®, and the deſpica- 
ble Coin, of Bits of Cloth and Leather *, 
of Iron and Lead e; inſtead of ſuch 
unhewn Implements and Utenſils, as un- | 
experienced Nature under the Divine Pro- | 
videtice firſt directed to; which within the 
redeh of the moſt noted Records, Mankind 
did take up with. And when all the Laws 
and Seiences, which have been ſo valuable 


for | 


___® Church. Coll. of ges V. 2. 2 152, 18), 586, 
665. Purch. Pilg. L. 8. c. 7. L. 9. c. 1. 
b Meaull. Hit Arg! p-. 3- Echard's Hiſt. of Eng. 

Introduct. þ. 2 ; 

© Heb. Xl. 55. 2. Thid, Introduct. to Church. 
dare Þ. 54. De. Voyages, V. 1. p. C21. V. 4 + 2 836. 
Punch. Pilg. L. 4. c. S. L. 5. c. 1. Baſ. Kennet. 
Rom. Antiq. Notit. Par. 2. L. 5. c. 8. | 
d Gen. IX. 21. XII. 18. XIII. 3, 12, 18. XVIII. 1, 
9. XXIV. 67. XXVI. 17, 25. XXXII. 18. 

* r 1514. Introd. Ibid. p. 65. Do. Voyag. 

I. P. 9, 554, 718. V. 2. P. 8. V. 4. F. 65% 726. 

Blow of Amer. 1672. p. 156. Moll. Geog. Par. 2 

. 150. 

f Church. Voyag. Via p. 510, 595. Bloom. p. 78. 

* Medull. Tbid. Church. . V. 4. P. 466, 454 
510. Moll. Geog. J. Herod. L. 1 

h Hor. L. 1. Sat. 3. v. 100. 

i Ch. Voyag. V. 1. p. 740. 

x Alex. Gen. Dier. L. 4. c. 15. corium form 
publica percuſſum, Seneca. 

Purch. Pilg. L. 6. c. 14. 


m Do. L. 5. c. 3. or only Braſs, Plin. L. 3. c. 33. 


_—_ 
for the Regulation and Embelliſhment. of 
humane Society, tis known whom we 
are obliged to for. Strange it would be 
that Men's improvable Capacities ſhould 
nutuberleſs Ages, without the leaſt Qulti- 
vation, and that only latter Days ſhould 
have the Luck to attain thereto. The 
World could not be of long ſtanding, 
and therefore muſt owe its Being to ſome 
immenſe Power; when as Varro could 
aflirm.”, before the Kingdom of Ninus, (who 
lived about Mrabams Time) there was 
no certain Hiftory: and Plutarch did think, 
that T heſeus was the firff that wrote any 
7 credible Hiſtory : and as 'Seneca*, there 
586, had not (in his Time) been a thouſand 
Nears fince the Beginning of Miſdom; or 
as Macrobius *, who can doubt of the Worlds 
reh. late Original, when the Grecian Hiſtory 
1 (notwithſtanding the ſeveral Intelligences 
e of their ableſt Writers) did ſcarce extend 
to two thouſand Nears : and Plato, as fond 
as he was of wider Notions of former 
Ages, confeſs'd a Defe& of ancient Mo- 
1 numents 


— * 


2 E' Abbadie Werite de la Rel. Chret. &c. V. 1. c. 9. 
- Gale's Court of the Gent. V. 1. L. I. c. 2, 9. L. z. 

c. I, 2, 9, 10. Morn. de Relig. Chriſt. Verit, c. 8. 
lian. L. 3. c. 38. Voſſ. de Hiſt. Græc. L. 1. c. 1. 
r ; 
Ss © Plutarch in Theſ. Vit. 

4 Senec. apud Lactant. 

; Macrob. Saturnal, L. 1. 
33. Plat. in Times. 


[m2 7 


numents for the Support thereof: and tis 
Hande that Hero — who lived about 
eight hundred Fears after Moſes, is reputed 
amongſt the Ereehs the moſt ancient Hi 
ſtorian : As is' Sanchoniathan amongſt 
the Phenicians, a People ſignalized for their 
Antiquity, whom yet even Porphiry® and 
Strabo*, make to have given Teſtimony | 
to Moſes and his Writings, and therefore 
to be after him, and Suidas and Doc hart 
place about the Time of the Trojan War: 
Not to name others of a later Date, who 
are ſet at the Head of the Writers amongſt 
other Nations. We may be further aſ- 
ſured there could be no agreeable expreſ- 
ſing, or recording any Degree of Learning 
without Letters; and yet as Hiſtory owns, 
there were none before the Hebrew and 
'Phenician Kind *, and alſo points out the 
Beginning of ' theſe * then we cannot ſet 
12115 8 * 


— » 


13 
9 


* Blount ts Authorum, in 1 ef 

d Porphir. contr. ref L. 4. 

Ftrab. L. 16. 

a Suid. in Voc. 

* Canaan, L. 2. c. 1). 

f Gale's Court of the Gent. Par. r. As 1, c. 40 11, 
12. Grot. ae Relig. Chriſt. Verit. L. 1. 6. 15. Ca- 
ſaub. de Hebr. p. 18. 

8 Bochart. in Phaleg. L. 1. c. 15. and L. 4. . 34. | 
Dr. Hammond in Matt. XV. 23. Grot. in Matt. 
XXIV. 38. o/. Yorke Græc. L. 3. c. 16. Dr. Light- 
foot's Works, V. 1. p. 1021. Owen de T heolog. L. 3. 
c. 2. Plin. L. „ Clem. Alex. Strom. L. 1. 

| Euſeb. 
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the Original of Mankind long before: for 
who can think that Man can paſs an un- 
limited Number of Vears, without ſuch a 
neceſſary Capacity for communicating their 
Thoughts e The imperfect Methods of 
conveying Characters and Records by Hie- 
roglyphical Images of Things, before 
Men had the perfect Uſe of Letters; and 
their writing upon Leaves, and Bark of 
Trees, ſufficiently imply their dark and 
r: | unimproved; and Infant State, — The Boaſts 
which ſome of the Bramins ſamongſt the 
- Chineſe would make of their Liſts of Years, 
none can ſay there was the leaſt Line of 
authentick Annals to ſupport. © The like is. 
to be coneeiv'd of the Catalogues of Kings, 
which the Ambition of a few Feyprians, 
to ſet off the Antiquity of their Countrey, 
did. ſuggeſt: Whoſe Actions are own'd, 
according to. Herodotus,” to be unmemora- 
ble, where were none to be remarked or 
believed; or whoſe Number with Fus, 
n „9015 e did 

age, I e une. E dur, Dei. Las 

Viv. L. 18, c. 39. 5 5 
Jug. Tbid. Nichols Conf. Par. 1. P. 90. Worſe- 
11, & Iey's Reaſonableneſs of Script. Belief, p. 221. Kircher 
Ca- Dedipi Agyptiaci, T. 2. Par. 1. c. 1. 


[: 4 d Purch. Pilgr. L. 5. c. 3. Church. Voyag. V. 4. 
34. P. 446. Gora. Geogr. Par. 2. c. 1. F. 1. 


att. © Church. Voyag. Ibid. | 

g ht- « Scaliger de Emenaat. Tempor. p. 192. 

us 3. Herodot. L. 2. — | 

& Ki * Voſſ. de Iaololat. L. 1. c. 28. Cary's Chron. p. 2. 


uſeb.Y L. 1. c. 20. f. 19. 


[14] 
did conſiſt of many cotemporary Princes, 
ke the thirty one Kings of Cardun ruling 
at the ſame Time in their narrow Territo- 
ries, ſuch as in a few Ages would ſwell 
'the Liſt : © And as the Tike Hands did 
-com plement Aleotundor the &feut with the 
"moſt ſhameleſs' Impoſitions, in declaring 
chat the Perſian Kingdom had ſtood many 
thouſand Years, when it was known the 
Furtheſt Time of its Riſe had not been | 
above two or three hundred Years ; the 
like Forgery may be as eaſily ſuppoſed, as. 
a late Prelate obſerved v, How: 4.55 Com- 
putation of any further — of Anti- 
quity relating to the World: it ſelf. Or 
were the long Periods of Time deſcribed 
according to à few fabulous Dreams of the 
Cbaldeamns, by ſuch Names as bear the 
Reſemblances of Years, yet as Plutarch 
and Diodorus Siculus have acknowledged, 
"they are to be underſtood only of Lunaty 
Vears or Months; or as Scaliger and others 
have traced the Explanation, only of 
Days: which would then fo ſhrink the 
. large and unauthorized Surmiſes of tb- 
World's Age, as to bring it within the 
Time we find in Sacred Hiſtory, and render 


< 1 


* - 2 ' * * * , . 4 
; » + * * ' VV) 5 


„0. XII. 24. b 
Be. Pearſon 855 — pa. 7. 2.5 39. 
2 Plat. in Num. Vit. | 
Dioador. Sicul. L. 1. Fe 
Bp. Pearſon, Ibid. 


114 
it conſiſtent with the Account of its Ori- 
ginal by the Divine Power. And weak 
is the Notion of its Age from a Pretence 
of numerous Eclipſes, ſince theſe do not 
in the leaſt prove how long the World has 
been, but may be reckon d never ſo far 


g back upon 4 Suppoſition of its Exiſtence, 


when ſuch pretended Eclipſes were. — 
Neither can there be the leaſt Defence of 
ſuch pretended Antiquity, and of the 
World's Exiſtence without the Divine 
Power, by charging the Want of Records 
upon an univerſal Inundation : Since by 
granting ſuch an Inundation, there is an 
owning of the Scriptural Relation, and ac- 
cordingly the 'Truth of the Original from 
an Infinite Power which is contended for. 
And there never was the leaſt Hint from 
thoſe that were preſerved under ſuch an 
Inundation, ſignifying the leaſt Mark of 
ſuch Antiquity, or the Loſs of Records 
relating thereto: When yet amidſt Mil- 
lions of Circumſtances which muſt have 
been ſuppoſed tranſacted in ſuch a long 


„Tract of Time, the Family that was pre- 
- ſerved could not have ſuffer d their Poſte- 
.rity to have paſsd uninform'd, without 


leaving them ſome Memorials concerning 
the ancient Times. As then there are 
not the leaſt Remains of credible Record, 
denoting any Thing further than the 
Original pointed out in Scripture, it ne- 
cellacily follows there was a Creation 

through 


[ 16 ] 
through ſome infinite Power, according to 
the Teſtimony thereof. 

As contemptible, in the next Place, is 
the Evaſion from this Truth of the Divine 
Power in the Production of the Univerſe, in 
attributing it to a Work of Chance *; a 
Notion which the moſt abandon'd even 
amongſt the Epicurean Herd might have 
been as much aſhamed of, as being uni- 
verſally exploded *, as ever they could be 
concerning the laſt mention d. Who but 
ſuch as were reſolved to ſtupify their Rea- 
ſon, could imagine that an Heap of undi- | 
rected Atoms ſhould, in the utmoſt Length 
of Time, after all their caſual Flights and 
Shufflings, be fortunately ranged into ſuch 
Order, as to compound and ſhape out the 
innumerable Beings through the Univerſe, 
wherein are found ſtupendous Marks of 
the moſt exquiſite Art and Contrivance': 
An Effect not leſs aſtoniſhing than if Mil- 
lions of blind Men ſhould hit the ſame 
moſt diſtant and difficult Marx: When 
it might be as well expected, according 
to Tully ©, that blind Chance —_ bo 

| * 


Tucret. L. 1, 5. Arg. de Civit. Dei. Lud. Viv. 
L. 11. c. 9. Euſeb. Preparat. Evangel. L. 4. c. 22. 

d Both by Lawgivers and Philoſophers, Poets and 
Divines, Plutarch de Iſid. & Oſirid. amongſt Greeks 
and Barbarians, yea amongſt all ſorts of Men, 1614. 

© Tull. de Nat. Deor. L. 2. Si Mundum efficere 
Foreſt, — atomorum, cur Porticum, cur Tem- 
plum, cur Domum, &c. non poteſt, quæ ſunt minus 
Operoſa, & multo quidem faciliora. 


| „ 
ſufficient for erecting the moſt uniform and 
uſeful Building; as if its different Mate- 


rials ſhould of | themſelves find out one 


another, and agree to work themſelves into 
ſuch Figures, and to cement together to 
make fach a Frame and Model: or that 
a Cloud of Duſt ſhould draw the moſt 
beautiful Painting, with the exacteſt Sym- 
metry of its Lineaments and Colours ; or - 
form and fet Letters in ſuch a Method 

as to compoſe the greateſt Maſter- piece of 
Wit and Reaſon, with the moſt engagin 

Propriety and Force both of Words * 
Arguments. As theſe diſcover the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſome particular Capacity diſtinct 
from the Properties of ſenſeleſs and un- 
teachable Atoms, much more does the 
extenſive Work and Beauty of the Uni- 
verſe, which nothing leſs than the Ability 
of an infinite Deity can produce. 

It would, according to the other Ob- 
ſervation, be of as little Service to think of 
excluding the Work of Divine Power, by 


ſuggeſting that the ſeveral Parts thereof 


did make themſelves and one another. 
For if they owed their Being to one 
another, there muſt be ſome firſt Being 
amongſt them to begin the firſt Produc- 
tion: and if this made it ſelf, then, ac- 
cording to the old Abſurdity, it muſt be 
before it ſelf to create it ſelf. And if ſome 
firſt uncreated Being muſt be allow'd, why 
not that Being of infinite Power that gave 

2e f Being 
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Being to every Creature? If the Founda- 
tion of our Being ariſing from one another, 
be ſaid to be owing to the Laws of Nature, 
what is it that firſt ordained or ſtill per- 

etudted this State of Nature, but thi: 
rreat Power. mention'd 2 If from the Mus 
df the Earth ſome living Creatures have 
been pretended to be engendred, as the 
Egyptians according to Macrobius thought *, 
or according to the Fiction in Diodorus 


| Siculus and Pliny ®, there have been ſeen 


upon the Banks of Nile ſome imperfect 
Creature, haff Mud, and Bal, Fiſh or 
Fleſh, and that therefore other Creatures 
might ariſe the ſame Way *, were it poſ⸗ 
fible there ſhould be ſuch a Mud-Offspring 
if it had been natural, the ſame natural 
Cauſe would have produced the ſame na- 
tural Effect, and then we ſhould have ſeen 
it often ſo; and yet the Original and 
Power of ſuch Production would have been 
from ſome firſt powerful Cauſe :. or if there 
had been any ſuch unnatural Event, as in 
monſtrous Productions, there is ever own'd 
fome Power in Nature acceſſory thereto, 
though perverted or ſeparated from the 
proper Aſſociates in Generation, which ſill - 
could not have been in Being to have 

: | W 
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Ma crob. Saturnal. L. 7. c. 16. 

Þ Diodor. Sicul. L. 1. 

* Pleas Tos. | 19 2 
 Dioaor. Sicul. L. 5. | 
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n thefe, had there not been ſome 
Divine Source, though not of the Abuſe 


and Mifapplication. Who can fay that 


the narrow Capacity of a Creature could 
have form'd the large and numberlefs 


Orbs of the Univerfe, with their incompre- 


henſible Properties? Or how can we be 
thought to he the Cauſe of one another, 
without ſome Omnipotent Deity, when 
we can't ſufficiently know the Nature of 
our Frame, much leſs be the Authors 
thereof: When no Man of the moſt 
piergin g Ability can make a Machine, or 
pne Part thereof, with the leaſt Degree of 
Life, much leſs with the noble Faculties 
of our Being; none able to endue their 
Work with the leaſt Power of thinking, 
to raiſe ſuch a Skirmiſh and Commotion 
amongſt any of its Particles as to produce 
the leaſt Contemplation or Reflection ; to 
communicate thereto ſuch a volatile or 
winged Subſtance, as to be capable of 
making a Tour therefrom for the gather- 
ing the leaſt Obſervation, much leſs of 
flying to the greateſt Diſtance, even round 
the Globe in a Moment, as in the Work 
of Thought ; to impreſs the leaſt Ideas of 
Perſons or Things, or recal ſuch as are 


* 


worn or fled away: Works beyond the 


reach of Creatures. 
As therefore with the utmoſt Reaſon 
God is declared to be he Former of 
== _ "= 
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all Things, to have created all Things *; | 
ſince ſuch as are now born muſt Re- 
member their God as their. Creator, and 
the Generation to come, which ſhall le 
created, ſhall praiſe the Lord; when 
not only the extraordinary Conception of 
the Virgin Mary *, or in another Caſe, of 
Sarah *, is derived from the Influence of 
the Almighty ; but all, as David *, are 
feanfully and wonderfully made by him; 
here then we may behold that matchleſs 
Power which belongs 'to God alone, to 
which every Creature owes its Being. 
In vain it would be to derogate from 
this Power, by alledging that God had 
Partners in this Work, becauſe tis ſaid, let 
US male Man; ſince according to Rivet, 
and Selden ©, tis an Idiom in the Hebrew | 
Language, where the plural Number is to 
ſhew the Excellency of the Perſon, and 

not any Number of Beings; or as Drufius', 
a Mark of Sovercignty, as in the common 

Forms of Royal Edicts, where the Perſon 
authorizing, tho' but one, is expreſſed in 
the plural Number: and the following 
Words imply here was but one Being con- 

| cern'd 


— . 


2 . u. 
*. Eccleſ. XII. 1. 4 Pal. CII. 18. 


enn 
* Pſal. CXXXIX. 14. h Gen. I. 26. 
K | | 705 


* Feld. Tit. of Honour. Par. 1. c. 6. 
1. In Les. 85 
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cern'd in this Work, where tis ſaid, God 
created Man; where tho n tranſlated 
God, is in the plural Number, yet the 
Verb N created, is in the ſingular; 
which would have been a very ungramma- 
tical Diſcord of Speech, if a Word of the 


plural, join'd to a Verb of the ſingular, im- 


ply'd many in Nature: Or though it be 
granted according to others *, and the Ap- 
plication of it in the Feſtival of our Church, 
that the Words relate to the Bleſſed Tri- 
nity, as is reaſonable to believe; and tho 
'tis certain that our Saviour was engaged 


with his Father in this firſt Work; yet 


as the Perſons in the Trinity are ſo incom- 
prehenſibly united together, as to be one 
God, the great Power thus employ'd in 
making the Univerſe, can ſuffer no Dimi- 
nution, as thus belonging to the undivided 
'Three, any more than if to one only. 
Very ridiculous after all would be an 
Attack upon this Power, in pretending it 
would be beneath the Deity to exert the 
ſame without ſome ſuitable End anſwering 


the Expence : As when Men think ſome 


Works are over-wrought to have the Di- 


vine Hand concernd therein, conſidering 


the ſmall Service they imagine they are 
apply'd unto; as particularly in the Mag- 


7 nitude, Splendour, and Number of the Stars, 


upon 


* Tuſtin. Mart. Dialog. cum Tryph. Cot. p- 285. 
Epiphan. Hæreſ. 46. N. 3, Cc. 8 : 
'Þ Heb. I. 2. Job. I. 3. Col. I. 16, &c. 
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which Tuch S there 75 too 

— of ty Mo to convey of 
greateſt Diſtance 4 Miele Siaultiez to 
us. when any ene of them, in a nearer 
e, would have anſwered the End of fl. 
1: Now it would be moſt unworthy to 
make this a Article of Reflection againſt © 
the Application of the Divine Power, when iſ 

the ſmall Uſe ſuch glorious Orbs are of to 
us, does imply there may be higher Ends * 
in their noble Frame, ſtill further proclaim- 
ing that Power- which gave Being theretd. I. 

_ Thus" alſo the Rarities which from the 
Beginning were laid hid in the Bowels of 
the Earth, tho by being loſt for many Þ 
Years, they may ſeem'to Raſt a Reproach IT, 
of a fruitleſs: Coſt upon their Maker, yet . 
being afterward. às in the Inſtance of the 
geer o, found to be of the greateſt Uſe, 
at laſt ſufficiently diſplay the Glory of the 
Almighty : and from ſuch as are left un- . 

di ſcover d, thay be-obſerve@ the Plenitude | 
of that Abilit „which hath furniſh'd the 
dark and unſeen” Parts of the Creation | 
with ſuch valuable Materials. No leſs | 
Weakneſs would it be to queſtion the Di- | 
vine Foundation of fuch Power upon a 
Pretenoe of ſome uſeleſs and injurious 
„ Works 


i V4 — „„ 0 3 o 
1 Cc 


— 


— = — — commend 


Mr. Derham's Aſtrothebl. Pref. and L. 2. 


b Bochart. Geog: Sacr. p. 717, Introduct. to Church. 
Collect. of Voygg. p. 16. Do. Voyages, V. 3, 7 89. 
Gilb. de _ „1. c. 1. 
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145 ks of a meaner Kind; ſuch as the moſt 
deſpicable Flies and Reptiles, or venomous 


Blemiſh 


unwiſe 


thereby the more appear, by ſuffering ſome 
0 arker Shades, the more fully to ſet off the 
brighter Colours: And even in the ſmak 
m t Creatures as the very Mites themſelve 
ine ere Found dach Numbers and Properties ef 
4 | imbs and v lels, as excite the, utmoſt 
" Admiration of a wonderful Maker; an 
amongſt others appear many Medicinal *, 
and Corrective Properties, diſcovering a 
very reaſonable Deſign of their Being. {hr 
Since therefore God's infinite Power has 
been thus made manifeſt in ſuch an immenſe 
Work as the Creation of the Univerſe, 
” Fthan which there can be no greater Tryal 
of Power, tis evident there can be nothing 
Do hard for him. Which will further 
appear, 5 | 
IT. In his Diſpoſal and Government of 
his Creatures; both in his daily 1 
and 


— 
— — ——_— 


— — — — 


— Mr. Derham's Phyſic. T heolog. Lib. 2. c. 6. 

= „As the Viper, C. Derh. De. L.. 9. c. 1. 

5 ; Gen. III. 18. | 15 
CO. Maxime miraberis, ſi opera omnia perluſtraris 
89. Galen 4e U. Par. T. I. Om 
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and Works *, as in his greater Signs and 


Wonders * amongſt them. 

As he knows whereof we are made *, he 
cant be at a Loſs to command his Work: 
and as all are derived from him, it muſt 


be, that, the Heaven and the Heaven of 
Heavens is the Lords, the Earth alſo, with 


all that therein is*: and with the moſt 
righfful Authority, he doth according to hir 
Will amidſt the Armies of the one, and the 
Inhabitants of the other *; as much as the 
Potter with his Clay © 
the World, and "ail things Hon, 


Lord of Heaven and Earth *: and * 


ob Lord is the Greatneſs and the Power, 


for all that is in Heaven and in Earth is 


thine ; thine, ſince thou haſt funded them, 
and preſerveſt them; without whoſe In- 
ce, according to Maximus 'Tyrins ', 


the Heavens would have ceaſed to move, 


the Earth to fruttify, the Riders to flow, 
and the Vertue and Safety of Creatures 
would be diſcontinued. 


What a Manifeſtation of his Power 


amongſt! 
V. 19 b V. 20. y 
C Pſal. lll. * 4 Deut. X. 14. 
* Dan. IV. 3 . XVIII“ 8 


Acts XVil. 4 Mat. XI. 25. Lord of Heaven, 
Dan. V. 23. of all the Earth, 70%. III. 11. Zech. VI. 


. Pſat. XCVIL 5 5. Mic. IV. 13. Zech. IV. 14. 
h 1 Chron. XXIX. 11. i Pſal. LXXXIX. 1I. 
* Neh. IX. 6. 

Diſert. Vit. Activ. contemplativ. preferend. 
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id amongſt the Luminaries above *, which 

as he has ſtretched out, ſo all their Hoſts 
© has he commanded * ; when the Sun, Moon, 
: Ml and Stars, are his Hoſt © ; ſuch as he brings 
1ſt ont by the Greatneſs of his Power * ? 
What could he not do, who has been able 
75 o order the numerous Cluſters of the Stars, 
to call theſe by Names © ? How could theſe 
uperlatively large Globes have, ſince their 
reation, with all their annual and daily 
otions, continued within their proper 


de Pphere, without falling near, and daſhing 
45 Þgainſt each other, or rowling away at the 


Preateſt Diſtance, if unmarſhall'd and un- 
Poiſed by ſome infinite Power 2 — How 
i Freat muſt be the Authority that rules 
n „The Sun and Moon in their ſeveral Stages e 
In- that the Shadow of the Sun ſhould be 
„Vong hit ten Degrees backwards in the Dial 
F Abas ? or that the Syn ſhould fand 
Fill an whole Day over Gibeon, and the 
oon in the Valley of Ajalon * ? that there 
ould be ſuch a —— — n in 
e Seaſons of their Appearance , that 


Wer 

ngſt the 

. OQuem vero Aſtrorum ordines, quem dierum 
piumgue viciſſitudines, &c. non gratum eſſe cog aut. 
Icero de Legib. L. 2. 

ven, Ii. XLV. 12. Deut. IV. to. 

VI. : Ja. XL. 26. e Pſal. CXLVIL 4. 


* 2 Kings XX. 11. s Joſb. X. 13 
n An Almighty Deity and 8 manifeſted 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars, and Order of their Seaſons. 
ato de Legib. I. 10. 
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neighbour Planets, as that none ſhoul 
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the Proportions of Night and Day, and 


the Diviſion of Time thro' every Month 


in the Year, ſhould continually fall ſo exa 


at the annual Return thereof, without the 
Variation of the leaſt Hour 2 that there 
be not many Days or Months added to the 


' Year, or ſeveral taken therefrom ? that 


the Quarters of the Lear do not loſe theit 
Diſtinction ? that the Length and Heat ol 
the Summer Days does not leap back inte 
the Dead of Winter, or the middle o 
Winter join Hands with the Summer Sol 
{tice ? that the Spring is not in the End 


of the Year, and the Fall of the Leaf ir 


the Beginning? that our whole Time, i 
not -one univerſal Day, or nothing bu 
Night and Darkneſs 2 that the Sun ſhoull 


not be permitted to run altogether to « 


beyond one of the Tropical Lines, eithe 


of North or South, without returning t 
give an equal Viſit to the other ? or th: 
it does not entirely forſake us and th 


— either the original or reflected Ra) 
thereof 2 that all are not in a continu: 
Freeze for Want of its Heat, or unive! 
fally burnt up with too near an Approac 
thereof 2 can any thing more fingular 
demonſtrate the Influence of ſome incon 
prehenſible Power 2? | 

How aſtoniſhing likewiſe is God's Pow! 
in ruling the Elementary Part, whit 


fu 


* [17 J 
onthl Half hir Word *? that the wanton Motion 
of the Air ſhould be ſo moderated, that 
the we are not all as Job's Houſes , overſet 
| with its Tempeſts, or that it is not cor- 
the rupted and ſtagnated with a perpetual 
that Calm, without being fan d with any Agi- 
eil tation 2 that the Rain ſhould fall on one 
J City and not on another ©? that it does not 
J always diſperſe without favouring us with 
J its refreſhing Drops, or be continually ga- 
Soll thering to produce univerſal Floods? what 
End a Power in raiſing and inkindling ſuch 
Af in an inflammable Subſtance as is not only a 
Supply of our Thunder and Lightning *, 
but of thoſe extraordinary Bages which 
have been ſo often repeated within a few 
Years laſt paſt, and particularly in the 
late Appearance, in a manner unrecorded 
in our Annals ©, and unknown in this Part 
of our Iſland to the oldeſt Briztajn ? that 
theſe ſhould hover at a Diſtance over us, 
and not like the Flames of Sodom, rowl 
about our Streets to produce a general 
Conflagration ? that with all the Variation 
of their Motions they ſhall be caſt into 
D 2 ſuch 


* Pſal. CXLVIII. 8. d 7 I. 19. 

S Amos IV. 7. 

4 x Sam. VII. 10. 2 Siam. XXII. 14, 15. Fob 
XL. 9. | 

© The Account of the Reſemblance in the Aurora 
Borealis elſewhere obſerved, (Church. Collection of 
Voyages, V. 2. þ. 458.) makes little Abatement of its 
ſurprizing Wonder, where neyer before ſeen. 


f 


[28 ] 
ſuch glorious, if not terrifying, Figures, 
ſufficiently manifeſting an omnipotent Hand, 
' amidſt the moſt natural Cauſes which could: 
not prepare and direct themſelves 2 What 
a Power alſo to rule the raging of the Sea I 
and the Waves thereof *, to be able to di- 
gide it at Pleaſure *, to rebuke the Water. 
and make it any, as in the Red Sea, 
and the River Jordan, yea to place the 
Sand for the Bounds of the Sea that it can- 
not paſs *, to ſay hitherto ſhall thou come; 
but no further ©? that this liquid Body 
ſhould not flow to one Side or. Corner 
of the Globe, or ſpread it ſelf over 
all 2 or what a Note of Power, that ſuch, 
Links or magnetick Virtue ſhould be pre- 
ſerv'd in the Earth, that every Part ſhould 
not fly aſunder, or ſcatter from each other, 
like ſo much Duſt and Dew into the open 
Air, leaving no Subſtance of the Earth to- 
gether, no Foundation for its Inhabitants 
to reſt upon 2 that the Weight of its Bodies 
ſhould be all directed to its Center, or that 
it ſhould have ſuch an attractive Quality as | 
to draw all thereto, and retain its ſeveral | 
Antipodes upon its oppolite Parts? Or that 
the Natural Quality of its Elements ſhould | 
3 | be 
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Jject of his Praiſe and Power. 


„ 
be ever ſuſpended, that the Fire ſhould not 
burn , nor the Water drown ®*, whereſoever 
this infinite Authority interferes. 

No leſs wonderful Power might be ob- 
ſerved in the Support of the Yegerable 
Species. | 

The like Degree of God's Power might 
be found in his Command of Irrational 
Creatures, both of the minuteſt as well as 
the larger Kind; ſuch as Caterpillars, &c. 
His great Army © ; the Locuſts that ſhould 
come and depart at his Beck ©; alſo the 
Swarms of Flies; the Graſhoppers * ; the 
Frogs ©; the Sparrows *; the Ravens; ſo 
he Doves ©; yea the Serpents ', the 
Bears, the Lyons, which notwith- 
ſtanding their furious Nature, could not 
hurt againſt the Divine Commiſſion ; alſo 
the Leviathan, or Whale® ; and the Ele- 
phant, ſuppoſed in the Deſcription of 
Behemoth * ; all Kind of Animals the Sub- 


It 


Dan. III. b Matt. XIV. 26, 29. 
Joel II. 25. 4 Exo4. X. 12, 19. 

e Exod. VIII. 21, 231. f Amos VII. r. 

s Exod. VIII. 5, 12. h Mar. X. zo. 

i Luke XII. 24. Pſal. CXLVII. 9. 

k Gen. VIII. 9, 11. 

1 Acts XXVIII. 5. Mar. XVI. 18. 

m x Fam. XVII. 34. n 1514. and Dan. VI. 
o Jobb XLI. P Zonah II. 

4 Job XL. 15. Cary in Loc. 

* ſai. CXL VIII. 10. 


thoſe of the Angelical Order, who are 


* 


Controul of the Almighty v. 
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It may ſeem too long to ſurvey this 
extenſive Power over all Kind of Rational 


Creatures: Such in particular as is over 


upon the Wing to do his Command“; 
or thoſe of the fallen Kind, who, as mu- 
tinous ſoever as they may be in the Uſe of 
their perverted Faculties, are under the 


But to crave leave for a few Words 
Ns 6 1 88 ES 


Thouſans that ſtand before him, Dan. VII. 10. ready 
to fly at his Will, 7/7. VI. 2. either in —_—_ (as 


2 Kings XIX. 35. the Death of Herod, Acts XII. 23.); 


* Pſal. CIII. 20. Even Thouſands of T houſand| 
that miniſter unto him, and ten Thouſand times ten 


in the Inſtance of the Peſtilence upon David's Subjects, 
x Chron. XXI. 15. the Slaughter of the AfJprian Army, 


or in preſerving, Eæod. XIV. 19. XX XIII. 2. XXIII. 
20. Numb. XX. 16. Iſa. LXIII. 9. Pſal. XX XIV. 7 
Dan. VI. 22. 2 Kirgs VI. 17.); in revealing Blefſings 
to ſeveral Perſons, (to Abraham, Gen. XXII. 11. tc 
Jacob, XXXII. 2. to Gideon, Judg. VI. 12. to Ma 
noah and his Wife, Zuag. XIII. 3, 9. to Daniel, IX 
21. to the Prophet Zachary, Chap. I. 9. to the Prieſſ 
Zacharias, Luk. I. II. to Mary, ver. 13. to Foſephi 
Mat. I. 20. and II. 19. to the Shepherds, Luk. II. 9: 
to Peter, Acts XII. 7. to St. Paul in the Ship, Aci 
XXVII. 23. to St. ohn, Rev. I. 1. and XXII. 16. 
b As may be ſeen in their Inability againſt the Di 
vine Will to afflict 70, Chap. I. to go into the Her 
of Swine, Matt. VIII. 31. to keep Poſſeſſion of th 
Demoniac, Matt. VIII. 16. Luk. IV. 36. notwithitand 
ing the Rage and Confederacy of ſuch a Number as | 
Legion, Mar. V. 9. and witneſs their daily Expulſic 
from good People, Rom. XVI. 20. Eph. VI. 11. Fai 
IV. 1. and their being condemn'd Priſoners fince t 
Fall under God's Wrath, notwithſtanding their prefer 
Liberty, reſerv' in Everlaſting Chains, Ep. Jud. 
2 Pet. Il. 4. | <3" 
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concerning God's Power over our ſelves; 
In. whoſe hands our time *, and breath is, 
and whoſe are all our Mays; who killeth 
er and maketh alive; who bringeth low and 
lifteth up *; who determines the Bounds of 
our Habitation © ;, who maketh to have 
mu- Dominion over the Works of his Hands * ; 
who ordaineth the Powers that be*; who 
the diſpoſeth off Power and Strength ", the ſe- 
veral Kingdoms and Nations, even to 
zwhomſoever be will ©; who ruleth in the 
coll Kingdoms of Men, over all the Kingdoms 
ſana} of the Heathen ”, all the Kingdoms of the 
Earth; who commands the moſt hidden 
ig (aj and intractable Part, the Heart, even of 
bjes, ff the greateſt as well as the leaſt *; and 
Army. Joes whatſoever he pleaſes % ——— 
Kir "ve What a particular Extent of 
TV. „J his Power in being able to recompence 
Iniquity *, in the Puniſhments brought 
upon Mankind: Such of the temporal 
Kind, 


* Pſal. XXXI. 15. b Darn. V. 23. 

c 1 Sam. Il. 6. „ Wo Oe 

e Acts XVII. 26. f Pſa}. VIII. 6. Gen. I. 26. 

s Rom. XIII. I. h Dan. II. 37. 

, Neb. IX. za. 2 0 U. 1» Sow. IL 6 
;. XV. %a KM.. 3 Aon UL. 5. VIE 
, SS AT © 
VL 2. . rs, 26. . & 4 266 © 
Chron. XVII. 5. XXXVI. 23. Ia. XLV. 1. Fer. 
XVIII. 7, 9. Dan. V. 18, 26. Hag. II. 22. f 

k Dan. IV. 25. | Dan. IV. 17. 

m 2 Chron. XX. 6. u 2 Kings XIX. 15. 

o Prov. XVI. 1. yp Prov. XXI. I. 

2 Pſal. CXV. 3. = Fer. XXXII. 18. a 


| THe I 
| Kind, as the general Flood upon the 
Old World *; in the Defolation of &. 
dom and Gomorrah * ; in the Plagnes of 

Egypt ©; in the Overthrow of Pharaoh 
and his Army in the Red Sa“; in the 
Fall of Jericho s Mall; in the Deſtruction 

of the Heathen World for the Settlement 

of his People * ; in pulling down a blaſ- 
pheming Rab-ſhakeh *, a ſtrong Goliab *, 
an haughty Nebuchadnezzar * ; in the De- 
feat given to the moſt formidable Forces, 
ſuch as the Ethiopian Hoſt, which accord- 

ing to ſacred Hiſtory were no leſs than a 

thouſand 'Thouſand *, a Number ſufficient 

in the Eye of Man to have drove the World 
before them; alſo the Per/ran Army under | 

Darius, which by Computation of the 

Heathen Writers, was little ſhort of the 

like Number '; and much more the aſto- 

niſhing Hoſt under Xzrxes, conſiſting, ac- 

cording to Herodotus ® and Plutarch , 

at leaſt of two Millions, the greateſt | 


| 2 Num- 
* Gen. VIII. b Gen. XIX. 32 
Ver. 20. after the Text. 4 — | 
 Poſo. VI. „ | 
* 2 Kings XVIII. h 1 Sam. XVII. 
i Dan. IV. k 2 Chron. XIV. 9, 12. 


1 Diodor. Sicul. L. 17. Fuſtin Hiſt. L. 11. Quint. 
An.. ' 

m Herodot. Pol ymnia, L. 7. 

n P}utar. in Themiſtoc. Vit. | 

® Befides the ſeveral Attendants and Families, which, 
upon ſo general a gathering from all Parts of the then 
known World, did amount, according to the Eſtimation 
of the late learned Prideaus (Connect. of the Old and 
New Teſt, V. I. L. 4. Edit. 4. p. 233.) to as many more. 
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he Number that ever was ſeen together in the 
W. field: the like manifeſt in turning the 
stream of Fortune amongſt the moſt victo- 
oh E rious Heroes, in the gloomy Exit of a 
he | Creſus * and a Cyrus *, an Alexander © and 
fa Bajazet *, a T hemiftocles * and an Han- 
Jnibalf, a Pompey * and a Julius Cæſar *, 
ſhewing how ſlight the greateſt Power of 
Creatures is in the Hands of the Almighty, 
who. bringeth the Princes to nothing, and 
maketh the Judges of the Barth as Vanity'. 

d- — What a further Proof of his Power, in 
wa fits being able to make his Juſtice ſo con- 
mt Wpicuous in the Nature of the Puniſhment, 
rid arrying therein the Marks of Mens Of. 
Fences ; as in diſperſing the Babel Builders 
rith the Confuſion of Tongues *; in at- 
flicting the Family of 4bimelech for the 
to- (rude Deſigns againſt Sarah; in thinning 


ac- the Number of David's Subjects for a too 
great Dependance thereon ” ; in the Re- 
eſt | E turns 
m- 
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Herodot. Clio, L. 1. Juſtin. L. 1. Xæ Hof. Cy- 
1. 8 
Herodot. and Juſtin. Ibid. 

© Plutarch in Alexand. Vit. Juſtin, L.. 12. 
— and Sir Paul Rycaut's Turk. Hiſt. V. 1. 
n Vit. 

. Sag in ejus Vit. Thucid. L. 1. 

a | or. Hift. L. 2. Fuſt. Hiſt. L. 33. 
* | < Cæſ. Com. L. 3. Dion Cafs. L. 42. 

n Sueton. and Plutarch in Vit. Dion Caf. L. 44. 


int. 


tion i Io. XL. 23. k Gen. XI. 9. 


yo 1 Gen. XX. 18. m 2 Fam. XXIV. 
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turns upon Adonibezeck *, upon Abimelech 
and the Men of Shechem*, upon Agag e, 
upon Foab *, upon Ahab and 7ezebel *, 
upon Gchazi, upon Haman *, upon Da- 
niels Accuſers *, upon Judas, upon He- 
rod *, upon Antiochus, who was ſmitten | 
with incurable Plagues in his Bowels, 
agreeable to the Torments wherewith he 
deſtroy d others ' ; upon the Fezws who! 
crucify'd our Saviour, who were in ſuch 
Numbers crucify'd by Horus and Titus, 
that they could not find any more Croſſes 
for them, and upon their whole Genera- 
tion, on whoſe Head the outſtretched Arm 
of the Almighty ſo ſignally brought the 
Blood of their crucified Saviour. — The 
ſame Ability appears with Reſpect to the 
Time of divers Executions of Juſtice ; as 
in ſmiting the Sodomites with Blindneſs at 
their Aſſault upon Lot; alſo the People 
of Dothan with the like Judgment, when F 
ſurrounding the Prophet ” ; turning Lot 's! 
Wife into 4 Pillar of Salt, when caſting | 
a diſlatisfy'd Eye upon Sodom *; in ſwal-} 

lowing | 
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* I. > Zuag. IX. 56, 57. 

© I Sam. XV. 33. a r Kings IL 32. 

Kings XXI. 19, 23. f 2 Kings V. 27. 

Eſth. II. 10. bh Dan. VI. 24. 
Matt. XXVII. 5. k Acts XII. 22. 

3 2 N IN. 5, 6. 

m Zoſeph. de Bell. L. 2. c. 25. and L. 6. c. 12. 

* Fof. Hiſt. 0 Gen. XIX. r1. _ 

? 2 Kings VI. 18. 4 Cen. XIX. 26. 
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„ lowing up Korab, Dathan, and Miram at 
„the Juncture of their Rebellion *; in ſet- 
ting the Bears upon the Children mocking 
le- the Prophet”; in the immediate Stroke 
en upon U=zzah before the Ark ©, upon Nadal 
and Abihu in the midſt of their uncom- 
J miſſion'd Offerings, upon King Uzz4ah, 
when engaged in the like Offence ©; upon 
Feroboam's Hand when ſtretched out againſt 
the Altar *; upon Ananias and Sapphira 
I when ſhuffling with St. Peter. — How ap- 
parent is this Power in the ſmall Inftru- 
ments uſed in theſe and the like Judg- 
ments; as only the Sound of a Trumpet 
before Jericho, Moſes's Rod in the Plagues 
Jof Egypt,, ſlinging a $zonue in the Death 
of Goliabꝭ, the moſt contemptible handful 
Jof People in conquering and diſperſing the 
greateſt Numbers, as before cited. — And 
Fyrhat a Power in making the molt caſual 
Operations to fulfil Gods Wrath, as a 
Bow drawn at a Venture, and the like, 
As in theſe temporal Judgments, ſo in 
any relating to Mens Souls, is viſible the 
each of the Almighty's Hand, in giving 
en up to à reprobate Mind, to a Spirit 


E 2 of 
Nn. XVI. v2 Kings II. 24. 
. 7: 4 Lev. X. 2. 
| © 2 Chron, XXVI. 19. f 1 Kings XUL 4. 
Acts V. b Zoſh. VI. 


Erg. VIIl. IX. Xx. * 1 Sam. XVII. 
i Kings XXII. 34. m Rom. I. 28. 
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of Slumbering *, in hardening whom he 
will „ even ſeveral great Offenders *, by 
blaſting his abuſed Favours, and withdraw- 
ing his Influence, which is too powerful to 
be ſubjet to Man's Will; and in caſting 
into Miſery that immaterial Part, which is 
undeſtroyable by any other Power. — | 
—— No leſs Mark of this immenſe Ability 
[+ is ſeen in ſhewing loving Kindneſs to T hou- 
bbs ſands *, in the Diſpenſation of particular 
194 Bleſſings. The Time would fail me to re- 
| cite the moſt memorable Inſtances hereof! 
relating to Mens preſent Welfare; ſuch 
as the Preſervation of Noah in the Ark *;} 
of Lot in the Overthrow of the Sodo- 
mites ; of Foſeph under the Conſpiracy] 
of his Brethren “; of Moſes when caſt out 
into the Flags; of the Children of race 
in the Land of Goſhen, and under the Op- 
preſſion of their Enemies ©; of David when 
perſecuted by Saul; of Aſa when engaged 
againſt the moſt powerful Enemy; of Je. 
hoſaphat when preſs'd hard againſt by the 
Syrians inftead of Ahab " ; of men j 
amidſt. 
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* Rom. XI. 8. b Rom. IX. 18. 
The old World, Ger. VI. 3. the Enemies of God's 
People, Fofr. XI. 20. Deut. II. 30. Pharaoh, Exod: 
IV. 21. Rom. IX. 17. Egyptians, Exod. XIV. 17 
God's incorrigible Servants, a. VI. 10. Mat. XIII. 15: 
Hoſe IV. 17, obs XIII. 27. 


d Matt. X. 28. e Fer. XXXII. 18. 
f Gen. VIII. Gen. XIX. | 
n Gen, XXX VII 1 Exo8. H. 4. 


x Exod. VIII, IX, Sc. 1 1 Sam. 
m 2 Chron. XIV. n 2 Chron, XVIII. 31. 
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amidſt the Inſults of Sennacherib * ;: of 
Eliſha at Dothan; of Eſther and her 
People in their Diſtreſs ©; of 7ob under 
his Tryals *; of the three Children in the 
fiery Furnace ©; of Daniel in the Lyon's 


is Den; of Feremiab in the Dungeon *.; of 
— | Peter Pau and Silas in the Priſon ; of 


Paul and his People in the Shipwreck *; 
of our Properties and Liberties, amidſt 
the unreaſonable Principles, and threat- 
ning Attempts ' which have been ſo long 
a Denial to our Hopes and Peace : Alſo 
the ſupernatural Recovery from all Kinds 
of Diſeaſes ®, even the moſt Chronical 
Kind; as from a Paſſey, tho of eight 
Years ſtanding *; from an Iſſue of Blood 
that had continued*twelve Years o; from 
another Infirmity of eighteen Years” ; 
from a Lameneſs of thirty eight Years *; 
and a Blindneſs from Infancy *. A moſt 


ged}] aſtoniſhing Diſplay of this Power in raiſing 


from the dead; not only in calling back 


and reuniting departed Souls to their old 


Habi- 
* 2 Chron. XXXII. bd 2 Kings VI. | 
6 Eſth. IX. 4 Job, C. 1. and laſt. 
* Zan. III. f Dan. VI. 
© Yer. XXX VIII. n Acts XII. 
i Acts XVI. * AGs XXVII. 


1 See Madneſs of Diſaffett. againſt the preſent 
Govern, Edit. 2. 
mn Matt. IV. 23. a Acts IX. 33. 
„ Luk. VIII. 44. Luk. XIII. 16. 
4 Zob. V. 5. Job. IX. 32. 
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Habitation, but alſo re-opening and refit- | 
ting the old Organs and Veſſels for their 
Reception ; as muſt be ſuppoſed in the 
Reſtoration of the J/idow of Zarapheths 
Son *, the Shunamites Son, as alſo ſe- 
veral mentiond in the Goſpel ©, par- 
ticularly Lazarus, who had been dead | 
four Days *, and our Saviour's Body even 
the third Day after his Death. This 
further is ſeen in the little Means apply'd 
to in theſe and other Inſtances; as only F* 
the ſpeaking of a Nord; a Rebuke ; the 
ſupporting a Prophet one while by Ra- 
vens *, another while forty Days by one | 
Meals Meat, alſo the Widow of Zare- & 
phath with a Cruſe of Oyl *; the feeding | 
of ſeveral Thouſand with a few Loaves; 
and making the beſt of Wine only from a 
little Water »: ſufficient Teſtimonies of 
this infinite Power with Reſpect to outward 
Bleſſings here. — The like has ſhone out | 
in many ſpiritual Influences: in the ge- 
neral Sanctity and Stability of his People, 
RE amidit | 
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2 1 Kings XVII. 23. b 2 Kings IV. 32. 

* Matz. IX. 18. Luk. VII. 15. 4 Joh. XI. 44. 

e Rom. I. 4. Acts I. 3. and II. 32. and V. 32. 
and X. 41. and XIII. 31. 70h. II. 21. 1 Cor. XV. 15. 
As in many of the forecited Texts. 

® Lak. IV. 39. Mar. I. 25. 

b 1 Kings XVII. 4. i 1 Kings XIX. 8. 
I Kings XVII. 14. 

1 Mat. XIV. 20. and XV. 36, 38. 

m Joh. IL 7, 10. 
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amidſt the Snares and Terrors of many 
degenerate Ages; in the particular Faith 
of the Patriarchs *, in the Wiſdom v and 
Meekneſs of Moſes *, in the fervent Piety, 
of David *, in the early Duties of Obe- 
diah*, and Jaſiaßh, in the Patience of Job“; 
ſuch as did fortifie a Zoſeph®, did ſhake 
Jan Ahab and Menaſſes ©, did recover and 
ſtrengthen a Peter , did change a Pro- 
digal “, a Mary Magdalene, a Paul *, 
d did open the Heart of Lydia” : Such as 
ly made ſo large a Conqueſt of Men's Pre- 
he Pudices with Reſpect to the Belief of our 
| Saviour, that at his firſt Appearance many 
Believed in his Name *, yea, even amongſt 
be Chief Rulers ©; and at the firſt open- 
Ing the Apoſtle's Commiſhon, through the 
Energy of the Divine Power, three T hcu- 
a nd are cut down with one Sermon *\, 
of and the greateſt Number, notwithſtanding 
rd Ithe Oppolition of the molt inveterate Prin- 
Fciples, were ſoon obedient to the Faith *, 


Sms great Multitudes of Fews and Creeks *, 

pe 

le, amongſt 

dit | — — — —— — — 
3 * Heb. XI. d Acts VII. 22. 


— = © Numb: XII. z. 
4 Acts XIII. 22. vid. the Pſal. 
e I Kings XVIII. 12. f 2 Chron. XXXIV. 3. 


4. e Zames V. 11. n Gen. XXXIX. 9, 21. 
32. I Kings XXl. 27. k 2 Chron. XXXIII. 12. 
15. [uke XXII. 32, 61. m De. XV. at. 

II. 2. . . 

Y Acts XVI. x3. a 70h. II. 23. 

Job. XII. 42. i Acts II. 41. 


Acts II. 4). and IV. 4. S 
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amongſt the Prieſt a great Company, ſe- 
veral of the firſt Quality, even the Chief 
Nomen, and the honourable Women ©, and 
of Men in like manner not a few *, ſeveral 
Converts at · Rome, at Theſalonica , in 
Berea *, at Antioch", at Fpheſus and 
throughout all Alia, &c. in ſhort, accord- 
ing to Euſebius, in all Parts of the 
World *, whereſoever Chriſtianity was pub- 
liſhed ; or as Tertullian, ſo eminently did 
appear the Hand. of the Almighty, in the 
Support and Progreſs of the Goſpel, that 
Chriſtians became ſo numerous, as to fill 
Cities, Hands, Caſtles, Councels, the Camps 
themſelves, the Palace, the Senate; and, as 
is univerſally atteſted ”,retain'd even to the 
laſt Breath ſuch a firm and undaunted Zeal! 
in their Duty, as no Meaſures, either of the 
keeneſt or ſofteſt Kind, could extinguiſh, 
nor the moſt extenſive Hiſtory parallel ; 
Bleſſings which, notwithſtanding the moſtſh 
engaging Evidences and Motives of Reli- 

Wd. . gion, ' 
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DD VI i12, d Thid. 
e Do. XXVIII. 24. f De. XVII. 4. 
2 Act; XVII. II. a Do, MI. x. 


i De. XIX. 26. 
k Euſeb. Demonſt. Evangel. L. 3. c. 2. Do. Hiſt 
L. 2; 0+» 
1 Tertul Apol. 2. | 
m Enſeb. Hiſt. L. 6. c. 41. L. 2. c. 9. L. 4. c. 15. 
L. 8. c. 4, 7, I2, Sc. Juſtin Mart. Dialog. cum 
Tryph. Tertul. Apol. 1. Arnob. contr. Gent. L. 2. 
Martyrolog. &c. - 
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Sony, ' both Revelation * In Experience do 
Vief uficiently ſhew were not attainable by 
naſſiſted — which is too blind and 
eeble to bear up againſt the Interruptions 
in nd — depraved Nature, and 
2nd heir manifold Prepoſſeſſions and Trials; ; 
| 175 therefore as the powerful Impreſſions 
an omnipotent Being upon Men's Facul- 
ub- ies, in the Uſe of his own Means, are 
did ly able to produce. 
the To. cloſe the whole with an Inference 
hat IX two. 47 
Hence then the nile and diſconſolate 
Fay be perſwaded to take Heart where 
nere is a faithful Care to get this wonder- 
ul Power on their Side. If God to 
reath their Faith, and to give them a 
Faſt of the weak and withering Nature 
f- theſe preſent Concerns, does ſuffer the 
Rod to be ſhaken over them, he would 
ot have them think that he cannot re- 
ove\.it, as if his Power was as ſhort 
ind. faint as that of his Creatures. If 
heir Perſons or Poſſeſſions are threatned 
or aſſaulted, they may be fatisfy d that 
The moſt injurious Hands are — the 
eſtraint of the Almighty, that they hace 
% Porver except it were given them from 
Hi F Cod. 


c. 1 -* 1 Cor. II. 14. Act. XVIII. 27. 1 Cor. XII. 2 

cam Cor. I. 12. Gal. II. 20. Fer. X. 23. 1 Per. I. 5. Oc. 

L. z »The 24 Coll. at Evening Prayer; Coll. Eaſter Sund. 
24 Sund. after Eaſt. 1“, g*Þ, 13*b, 15*", 19th Sund. 
after 7717217. &c. 
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God. Or though our Hearts may juſtly 
bleed with Sorrow for the unexpreſſible 
Loſs which this Nation ſuſtains at the 
Death of our late Sovereign of Glorious 
Memory; yet how great is the Mitigation 
of this Affliction, where the ſame Provi- 
dence, that has ſupported this Nation with 
a continued Chain of Miracles, in com- 
pleating, after Millions of Difficulties in 
the preceding Ages, the Settlement of 


the Crown under his late Majeſty, has 


now renew.d our Proſpect of the Bleſſed 
Effects of ſuch Settlement, in placing on 
the Throne his preſent Majeſty the dar- 
ling Joy of his People, and is able to 


perpetuate our Felicity by an uninter- 


rupted Succeſſion of the Proteſtant Line in 


the Royal Family. Or ſhould the darkeſt F 


Steps be ſometimes taken by the moſt 


abandon'd Enemies of our King and Coun-Ff 


trey to ſhake our happy Eſtabliſhment, yet 
if God be for us, who can be againſt us * ? 
and who is he that ſaith, and it 


cometh to paſs, when the Lord command-fj 


eth it not How eaſily can God carry 
his People through every Storm 2 Or if 
their Hopes do hang their Wings, when 


ever under the blackeſt Cloud, they may | 


remember, that when God has wrought 


ſo þ; 


See Madneſs of Diſaffect. againſt the pref. , 


Govern. Edit. 2. g. III. 
W De, $0. „ S 56 
Kom. VIII. 31. Lam. III. 37. 
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hell ſo marvellouſly in the Behalf of others; 
s they have no Reaſon to ſay unto him, 
en aft thou but one Bleſſing oh my Father; 
vi. that the Treaſures of his Ability-can never 
+ lbe drawn low; that what he ſees expe- 
I dient, where his Power and Will meet 
together, none can ſtay his Hand that he 
ould not accompliſh. Or if 'tis their 
Trouble to ſee themſelves at a Loſs to 
ed influence their own and others unſoftned 
Heart, leſt they ſhould be put by the 
chiefeſt Favours, they know where to 
fly for a Remedy, to one who is able 
to produce and reſtore the Spiritual as 
rell as Natural Life, to make all Grace 
eſt Eo abound now as formerly, and at laſt 
oft leo houſe them ſafe out of the reach of 
Danger in his own Kingdom. 
yet Hence alſo we may ſee the utmoſt 
: Neceſſity of refraining from whatſoever 
je Hay diſpleaſe this Power. Since from the 
4. Pperations hereof, amidit the idle Banter 
rry ind thin Reaſonings of the unbelieving 
ie Tribe, tis as evident as the Sun ſhining 
. F 2 at 
Gen. XXVII. 38. Or behold be {rote the Rock that 
he Waters gufhea out, ana the Streams ov2rflowed, can 
e give Bread alſo, or provide Fleſh for his People, 
ſal. LXXVIIL 20. or if he wouid mare TV indows 
Heaven, how can theſe be, 2 Kings VII. 2. or 
prel- Pon haſt given great Deliverance, and now forall T 
e for Thirſt, Judg. XV. 18. as if who hath litherto 
| al apply d his Power for his People, ſhould be in- 
Pa P of favouring them with a further Manifeſtation 
ereof. 
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at Noon-Day, that there muſt be ſome . 
divine Government; and yet that” as 
ſuch there could not be without the 
Communication of the Divine Will in] 
ſome fixed and known Law, who can be 

inſenſible of the powerful Support of ſuch 
a Law, and the unutterable Danger which 
would ariſe from 4 Violation. When 
God has been at the Expence of ſuch 
Exerciſes of his Power, ſo particularly 
with Reſpe&t to Man, his Favourite Crea- 
ture here, what Rational Mind can think 
that ſo noble a Monument of his Care, 
ſhould be left undirected and unreſtrained, 
under no Obligations to his God ? or that 
when there has been the higheſt Affront 
given to ſuch Power by Man's Original and 
repeated Inſtances of Diſregard, there can 
be the leaſt Wiſdom or Safety in deſpiſing 
the Scheme of a Glorious Mediator, where 
by this Power may be reconciled? or that 
he who has been able to reckon wit 
the greateſt Offenders, to ſend the moſt 
ſtartling Flames one Way, cannot in ano- 
ther produce an unextinguiſhable Degree 
thereof? or when amidſt ſome preſent 
Corrections of a few he hath paſt ove 
others unchaſtiſed, that he ſhould here 
after drop the Uſe of his Power in allot 
ting any juſt Deciſions? If then the 
moſt refractory may be ſometimes able tc 
Skreen themſelves from humane Power 
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not but may be at the Door ; that "the 
-j| Sentence, as the Writing upon Be{bazzar's 
Wall, may be decreed ; and who then can 
deliver out of God's Hand? can then 
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